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“The new Mattel Children’s Hospital UCLA is designed in such a way that we 
don’t forget what a difference the little things make. In addition to providing world-
class patient care, we also hope to be sensitive to the tiny, comforting joys of 
each day that make a huge difference in the lives of healing children and their 
families.” 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Rick Harrison is medical director of Mattel Children’s Hospital UCLA and, as a pediatric intensivist, 
specializes in the care of critically ill children. He has been actively involved in the planning of the 
replacement hospital, from initial site selection through his ongoing leadership in the actual move into the 
new facility. He has been involved in the leadership of the medical staff of UCLA Medical Center, 
culminating in serving as chief of the medical staff. 
 
In addition to his administrative roles, Dr. Harrison remains an active clinician in the Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit, and he is an NIH-funded clinical researcher. He is a nationally recognized teacher, directs the Mattel 
Children’s Hospital UCLA Pediatric Board Review Course and participates in the Society of Critical Care 
Medicine’s Pediatric Critical Care Board Review Course. Among his many awards, Dr. Harrison is a three-
time winner of the Robert Neerhout Teaching Award for excellence in teaching of pediatric house officers.  
 
Dr. Harrison received his M.D. from the University of Washington School of Medicine, and his postgraduate 
medical training in Phoenix and at Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles. He joined the faculty of the UCLA 
School of Medicine in 1985 and is currently professor of clinical pediatrics.   
 


